MEMORANDUM 
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March l 6 , I$S4 


O' 


To: ,-J. Lee) Rankin 


From Alfred Goldberg 

Re: Draft of Introduction to the Report of the Commission 
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In accordance with your request of March 12, I have 

I 

prepared the attached draft of a brief introduction to the 

■ . ■ f 

Report of the Comission* ! . . 


INTRODUCTION 



The assassination of President John F. Kennedy in # 
Dallas, Texas on November 22, 19&5 shocked and grieved the 
people of the United States, and, indeed, mojit of the peoples 
of the world. Within a few hours of the deed,' the Dallas 


*\ 
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. police arrested and subsequently charged as ,the assassin, 

r 

Lee Harvey Oswald, who had in the interim allegedly shot 
and killed Dallas policeman J. D. Tippet. On the morning of 
Eovenber 24, 1963 , Oswald was himself shot and fatally wounded 
while In the custody of the police in the Dallas police station 
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i The murder of Lee Harvey Oswald precluded his tfrlal in 

1 ! 
a court of law - a constitutional right that was his due - to 

i - 


determine whether he was guilty sa charged.) Oswald* s murder 



loosed a flood of rumor, theory , speculation, end allegation 
that threaten ad to becloud and distort the true facta surround- 
ing the assassination of President Kennedy. / 
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To infora the people of the United States of the truth 
' of these e^nts, on November 29. 1965 President lyndon B. 

Johnson appointed this Commission, charging it to "ascertain, 
evaluate and report upon the facts relating to the assassina- 
tion of tho late President John F. Kennedy arid the subsequent 
violent death of the man charged with the assassination.® 
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Ei accordance with the President's instructions, this Coraaisslon 

herewith reports its findings and conclusions. . 

( 

Tho Commission centered its efforts o| finding the^ 
answers to the fundamental que&tiona that ha| Q 'so concerned t$» 
nation: Kho was the assassin? What was his ^motivation? 
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Was he a member of a conspiracy? Other questions growing out 
of the above and related to tho event were fully explored end 
answered to tho extent permitted by tho evidence. Tho 

Commission also examined the measures ’-taken to protect the 

\ j 

president with a view to making recommendations that may have 

special and constructive significance for the futufce. 

It was necessary, and it proved to bej possible, to explore 

1 ’ ! i 

every meaningful question related to the event. It was neither 
possible, nor necessary, to explore fully many of the rumors. 




theories, and allegations that ossa to the Cosnlsslon' s ' 
attention* nevertheless these have been noted in thi3 re- 
port and given the attention that was due then. 
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/ ‘ This report answers as conclusively as the evidence 
permits the fundamental questions raised by this tragic 
event. Together ulth the reooaaendations herln presented, 
they represent the fulfillment of the CoEsiosion’s obligation 
to the President and to the people of the United States. 
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